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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Today's date is 

December 13, 2001. The time is 1530 hours. 

This is Battalion Chief Ronald Kemly of the 

Fire Department of the City of New York. I'm 

conducting an interview with the following 

individual: Firefighter James Ippolito of Engine 

Company 28 of the Fire Department of the City of 

New York. 

The interview is taking place at the quarters 

of Engine 28 regarding the events of September 11, 

2001. 

Q. Firefighter Ippolito, could you please tell 
me what happened to you on September 11? 

A. We were sitting at the house watch, and we 
heard an explosion, and some of the senior guys 
immediately started to tell us to get on the rig, 
because they knew we were going to go somewhere. We 
get on the rig, and then I think it went to second 
alarm immediately. We got the ticket. We were out the 
door immediately. 

We started to head down the FDR where we 
could see the north tower, I believe, was the first one 
hit, was burning. A lot of black smoke and debris all 


around the building. As we approached, came out from 
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where the Battery Tunnel exit is. I guess that's by 
the south tower. We passed going north on West Street, 
coming right up. 

The rig was swerving, and there were bodies 
all over the street. There was paper and everything in 
the air. We pulled up in front of the north tower, on 
West Street. There was a pedestrian walkway right near 
us, SO we ran along the wall of the walkway to get 
towards the building, because people and debris were 
coming out of the buildings, and people were inside the 
lobby yelling to us to look up before we came in. 

As we entered the lobby, we -- there was a 
chief there. I don't remember where he was from. He 
assigned us to team up with 4 engine, and we were to 
start ascending the stairs, because there was no 
elevator service, obviously. 

So we teamed up with 4 engine. We proceeded 
to the B staircase, where there were a lot of civilians 
still coming down, but we had to walk single file up 
the stairs. We had roll-ups and spare cylinders, and 
we started making our way up. 

If I can interject, before we entered the 
second -- before we entered the tower, I -- me and Mike 


Kehoe, another guy who was working in the company with 
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me, we heard a screeching sound, sounded maybe like a 
train derailing or something, and what they're telling 
uS now is -- the time frame we saw in the paper, we 
think that was the second plane hitting. That was once 
we were entering the building. 

So we started heading up. I guess we got up 
to the 30th Floor, and we took a break. We were taking 
intermediate breaks on certain floors, and we got to 
30, and the guys were really fatigued, so we sat down. 
4 engine was there. I remember seeing a guy from 13 
truck there. Let me see. I'm trying to remember other 
companies that were there. I believe 9 truck. 

We were taking a break. There were still 
Civilians coming down. Let me just rewind again. We 
were, I think, on 20 -- maybe in the teens somewhere, 
maybe 17th Floor, when we making our way up slowly, and 
I believe it was a guy from 13 truck had come across. 
So we stopped, and a guy on, I think it was 13 truck, 
told us to come in the C staircase, because there were 
less civilians, and we would make better progress 
there. 

We headed across to the C staircase. It was 
the same problem. You know, a lot of people still 


coming down. We couldn't get up any faster, so we went 
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back to the B staircase, and we were taking a break on 
30, and that's when we heard a rumble, outside 
explosion, and I think that was the other building 
coming down, but we were getting reports on the radio 
that there was another incoming plane, so guys weren't 
sure. At first we thought it was the plane hitting, 
but we at this point -- we knew the plane was already 
in the building, and we heard rumbling. 

The building started to shake. We all ran 
into the stairway, into the B staircase again, and the 
building started to shake and lights went out. Just 
got this tremendous rush of air coming up through a 
staircase. Everybody was just holding onto each 
other. Then we started to make sure -- you know, we 
didn't know what happened. We were -- everybody was 
questioning each other, what the hell was that. We 
thought it was another plane. 

So at this point, our chief comes down. He 
was -- he was on that show, that 6 truck. He was with 
them, the 6 truck. That chief came down from floors 
above us. I'm not sure what his name was. He had come 
down, and he ordered us out, so at that point we 
started making our way down. I guess we were starting 


to spread out, I guess, a little bit on the stairs 
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coming down. I guess we were on 17. We took another 
stop. Lieutenant Becker wanted to make sure we were 
all together, and then we went down again. We kept 
coming down, got down to -- I guess we were about the 
8th Floor when we saw 6 truck, and on our way down -- 
excuse me, before we saw 6 truck, we saw -- I saw at 
least two members from Squad 18 going up the stairs 
where I informed them that the chief told us everybody 
out. The chief gave us an order to all get out, and 
they passed me by. They kept going up. 

So at this point, we were heading down 
again. We get to 6 truck. They are helping a woman 
down the stairs. We tried to help them, and Billy 
Butler from 6 truck told us to keep going. He said 
they got it under control, and they would get her out. 

So we get down to the lobby where we find 18 
truck, and Hughy Mettham, he -- we asked him where the 
rest of their guy was -- where the rest of 18 truck 
was, and he said they're all together. They are in the 
lobby, and they're getting out. 

At this point, we made the decision to leave 
the building. We waited for 4 engine to come down. We 
went back to the entrance where we came in closest to 


West Street, closer to the Vesey Street corner, and we 
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stayed by the doors. The debris was all over the 1st 
Floor, and there was a lot of confusion. 

I saw Von Essen there, and I saw Ganci 
there. We passed them, went to that doorway, and we 
waited for 4 engine to come over, where I believe it 
was a lieutenant working with them, he wanted his guys 
to stop. I guess we wanted to check in with the chief 
or something before they left the building. 

We were all ready to go, and we made sure 
there were people outside by that walkway where we came 
in. They were telling us to look up before we run. I 
think that was 18 truck. They had already exited, and 
they were telling us look up before we run. That's 
what we did. We came outside. We ran to that wall by 
the walkway. There were still people coming out of the 
building, jumpers. 

So we ran to the wall. We walked alongside, 
as close to the wall as we could. We got underneath 
the pedestrian walkway where 18 truck was. They were 
parked right there underneath the walkway, and we 
stopped, made sure everybody who went in with us came 
out, all our members of the engine came out with us, 
and we just started to walk. 


I saw a whole bunch of members, right -- I 
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think it was the Vesey Street, corner of West and 
Vesey. We started to walk towards them, and there were 
all rigs and stuff outside, and that's where we were 
walking towards. Looked like some kind of maybe a 
command post or something was there. Started to walk 
towards it, and that's when the building came down. I 
heard an explosion and turned around and the building 
was coming down. 

At that point, we dropped everything we had, 
at least I did. We started to run north on West 
Street. At that point, we were overcome with the cloud 
and it looked like -- felt a lot of wind again, got 
knocked down. I crawled. I think I fell under a van 
or something, and that dust started burying me in 
there. I started crawling out from there. I couldn't 
see anything. I pulled my hood over my mouth. 

As I got on my feet, I felt another guy run 
by me, so I reached out and grabbed ahold of his 
cylinder. I asked him for a couple of hits from the 
cylinder, because I was choking. He gave me a couple 
of hits, and then a whole crowd of people ran us over. 
I lost him. 

I found my way onto the island in the middle 


of West Street, the grassy island, and I somehow -- I 
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don't know where I was at that point. I got onto that 
island. I started crawling, and by the time I got out 
of the smoke, I was on Chambers Street, and then 
that's -- I came out, and I couldn't find anybody. 

After a couple of minutes, I ran into 228 
engine. That's where I rotated to on my second stop. 
So I knew those guys and I said -- I figured I might as 
well stay with a boss, any boss. So I stayed with them 
and finally I saw Kevin Murray, who was assigned to 11 
truck, but he was detailed to 18 truck that day, saw 
him and Hughy Mettham come out of the smoke. I helped 
them, and I brought a big jug of water over there to 
help them clean up, get the stuff out of their eyes and 
mouth. 

At that point, I went with them back towards 
the site, because they were looking for their guys. I 
was looking for my guys, and I was with Hughy. I 
figured I was with a senior man, that's good, so I 
stayed with him. I started making my way back towards 
the site. I ran into Lieutenant Rallis from 11 truck. 
He came in on the recall. I stayed with them for the 
rest of the afternoon. 

They assigned us to go searching buildings in 


the financial center. So we went there and were doing 
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searches. The building was empty at that point. It 
was pretty much destroyed. I stayed there -- geez, I 
don't even know what time. I must have left around 
four o'clock or something. 

We started heading back up West Street, and 
that's where I ran into the rest of the guys, 
Lieutenant Becker that I was with, Roy Chelsen, Mike 
Kehoe and Frank Campagna. 

At that point, we went back to the firehouse, 
and the rest I watched on TV. As soon as we got to the 
firehouse, the 7 World Trade Center was falling down, 
so it must have been close to that time in the 
afternoon. 

Q. If you can recall anything else prior to, I 
have a few questions, if you don't mind. 

When you said you were on West Street, and 
you reported in, you reported in from the south and 
went north? 

A. The rig, we drove. Yeah, I guess the 
entrance from the battery tunnel is south, and you have 
to drive past the south tower to get to the north 
tower. 

Q. Right. Did you see any other apparatus? 


A. Trying to remember. I think I saw 15 truck 
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in front of the south -- in front of the north tower. 

Q. Right. Any others? I'm just trying to -- if 
you can remember them, fine. 

A. Right. I think I saw -- remember seeing 15 
and 8 truck, and that was really about it. 

Q. Okay. 

A. We got there pretty fast. I guess the fire 
was on the outside of the building, went to second 
alarm immediately, and we must have been among the 
first arriving units, I gather. 

Q. That's fine. 

The guy from ladder 13, as far as you could 
tell, he was by himself or was the rest of his company 
making -- 

A. There were other guys with him. I'm just not 
sure if he was detailed out to another company or 
whether it was his company. 


Q. And Ladder 9 was pretty much their whole 


company? 
A. Yeah. 
Q. That B.C.'s name that you said his name is 


Picciotto, I believe. 
A. Right, that's him. 


Q. That's the guy that was with 6 truck in the 
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same staircase? 

A. He was in the same staircase. He was above 
us. I don't know. 

Q. He's the one that told you to get out? 

A. Right, he was coming down from the floors 
above us. 

Q. You saw Engine 228 after the collapses. Were 
they responding or leaving? 

A. I think they were just responding. 

Q. So they were coming towards you? 

A. They were getting off their apparatus 
already. They were coming down the block. 

Q. Coming south and you were heading north? 

A. Right, on Chambers Street. Well, on West 
Street, but it was the Chambers Street intersection 
when I saw them. 

Q. Right. All right. You said when you went 
back with the lieutenant from the truck, they assigned 
us to go into 7. Who was they? A couple of chiefs? 

A. No, they didn't assign us to go into 7 World 
Trade. 

Q. You said they assigned -- you hooked up with 
the lieutenant from the 11 -- 


A. 11, and to one of the financial center 
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Q. Who is they? Was it a chief or -- 
A. It must have been a chief. He told us to 
stay and this corner, and he went to -- I guess it was 


a bunch of chiefs there together. 

Q. Okay. So it could have been the deputy, it 
could have been -- 

A. Right. I'm not sure who told him, but then 
he came back and said they told us to go down there, so 
we went. 

Q. Okay. That's very nice of you to give us 
this interview. Thank you very much. 

A. Thank you. 

Q. Do you have anything else to add, let me 
know? 

A. No. 


BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Thank you. 


